
1 Samuel 11:1-15     Defeat of the Ammonites – Saul made King at Gilgal 
Ammonite threat against Jabesh Gilead 

1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against Jabesh Gilead; and all the men of 

Jabesh said to Nahash, "Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you."  

 

2 And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, "On this condition I will make a covenant with you, 

that I may put out all your right eyes, and bring reproach on all Israel."  

 

3 Then the elders of Jabesh said to him, "Hold off for seven days, that we may send messengers to 

all the territory of Israel. And then, if there is no one to save us, we will come out to you."  

 

4 So the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and told the news in the hearing of the people. And all 

the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 Now there was Saul, coming behind the herd from the 

field; and Saul said, "What troubles the people, that they weep?" And they told him the words of the 

men of Jabesh.  

 

Saul called for the armies of Israel to defend Jabesh Gilead – Promised Help Tomorrow 

6 Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly 

aroused. 7 So he took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the 

territory of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, "Whoever does not go out with Saul and 

Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen." 

 

And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out with one consent. 8 When he 

numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah 

thirty thousand. 9 And they said to the messengers who came, "Thus you shall say to the men of 

Jabesh Gilead: 'Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have help.'" Then the messengers 

came and reported it to the men of Jabesh, and they were glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said, 

"Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you may do with us whatever seems good to you."  

 

Ammonites defeated at Jabesh Gilead 

11 So it was, on the next day, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the 

midst of the camp in the morning watch, and killed Ammonites until the heat of the day. And it 

happened that those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.  

 

12 Then the people said to Samuel, "Who is he who said, 'Shall Saul reign over us?' Bring the men, 

that we may put them to death."  

 

13 But Saul said, "Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the Lord has accomplished 

salvation in Israel."  

 

Saul made King at Gilgal 

14 Then Samuel said to the people, "Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there." 15 So 

all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they 

made sacrifices of peace offerings before the Lord, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced 

greatly.  

NKJV 

 



Facts Revealed: 

 Gilead is the land east of the Jordan River given to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of the 

tribe of Manasseh.  [Deuteronomy 3:12-17]   

 Jabesh was a city in the territory of Manasseh below the mountains of the Ammonites.    

 The Ammonites were the descendants Ben-Ammi, the son of Lot and his youngest daughter.  
[Genesis 19:38]     

Ammonite threat against Jabesh Gilead  [1 Samuel 11:1-5]        

 Nahash led the armies of Ammon against Jabesh Gilead.        

 Jabesh Gilead offered to appease Nahash, desiring a covenant with him. 

 Nahash agreed on one condition:  "That I may put out all your right eyes, and bring reproach 

on all Israel."     

 Jabesh Gilead asked for seven days time to decide on the answer and seek help.      

 They sent messengers to Saul asking for help.     

Saul called for the armies of Israel to defend Jabesh Gilead – Promised Help Tomorrow  [1 Samuel 

11:6-10]       
 The Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard about the attack against Jabesh Gilead.     

 The first time the Spirit of God came upon Saul, he prophesied with the group of prophets 

coming down from the high place.  [1 Samuel 10:10]       

 This time the Spirit of God is with him to call the armies of Israel to rescue Jabesh Gilead.    

 The Fear of the Lord fell on the people and they responded with one consent.    

 They sent the messengers back to Jabesh Gilead with assurance of deliverance the following 

day.      

 The men of Jabesh Gilead told Nahash they would come out tomorrow and he could do as he 

wished.       

Ammonites defeated at Jabesh Gilead  [1 Samuel 11:11-13]       

 Saul divided his people into three companies and attacked the Ammonites in the morning 

watch.       

 By the heat of the day, the Ammonites were killed and scattered so that no two of them were 

left together.      

 The people of Israel sought to kill the men who first questioned if Saul should reign over 

them.  [1 Samuel 10:27, 11:12]    

 Saul intervened saying, "Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the Lord has 

accomplished salvation in Israel."       

Saul made King at Gilgal  [1 Samuel 11:14-15]       

 Samuel led the people to Gilgal where they formally made Saul king with sacrifices and 

offerings and great rejoicing before the Lord.      

 


