
Numbers 9:15-23   Pillar of Cloud – Pillar of Fire 

15 Now on the day that the tabernacle was raised up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the 

Testimony; from evening until morning it was above the tabernacle like the appearance of fire. 16 So 

it was always: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night. 17 Whenever the 

cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, after that the children of Israel would journey; and in 

the place where the cloud settled, there the children of Israel would pitch their tents. 18 At the 

command of the LORD the children of Israel would journey, and at the command of the LORD they 

would camp; as long as the cloud stayed above the tabernacle they remained encamped. 19 Even 

when the cloud continued long, many days above the tabernacle, the children of Israel kept the 

charge of the LORD and did not journey. 20 So it was, when the cloud was above the tabernacle a 

few days: according to the command of the LORD they would remain encamped, and according to 

the command of the LORD they would journey. 21 So it was, when the cloud remained only from 

evening until morning: when the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they would journey; 

whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud was taken up, they would journey. 22 Whether it 

was two days, a month, or a year that the cloud remained above the tabernacle, the children of Israel 

would remain encamped and not journey; but when it was taken up, they would journey. 23 At the 

command of the LORD they remained encamped, and at the command of the LORD they 

journeyed; they kept the charge of the LORD, at the command of the LORD by the hand of Moses.    
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Facts Revealed: 

 When the Tabernacle of Meeting was raised up, the cloud covered the Tabernacle.  [Exodus 

13:21-22, 40:34-38, Numbers 9:15-23, 1 Corinthians 10:1-4]   
 Yehowah led the way by the Pillar of Cloud by day and a Pillar of Fire by night, throughout 

all their journeys all the way from Egypt to the entry into the Promised Land. 

 When the cloud was taken up, they traveled, when the cloud remained, they remained 

encamped. 

 At the command of Yehowah they journeyed, and at the command of Yehowah they camped. 

 The presence of Yehowah was evident by the cloud and fire throughout the wilderness 

journey, and it often speaks of the presence of God as seen at the transfiguration of Jesus, 

when the Father speaking to Peter, James, and John acknowledged His Son.  [Matthew 17:1-5, 

Mark 9:2-9, Luke 9:28-36]   
 When Jesus ascended to Heaven a cloud received Him out of their sight.  [Acts 1:9-11]   

 When Jesus comes again it will be in a cloud.  [Luke 21:27, Acts 1:11]   

 


